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the lips of those fortunate enough to be queer foreigners and literary harlequins the atmosphere redolent bf gin j to transform himself Into the whiskered Im afraid Ivc raaac ac awful nils- - question In the firm

By JAMES L FORD bidden there glowing tales of nn vh that swarmed In and out of her fathers Sometimes I ijt to wish that Miss I owl who is known today In the aiost brll take whispered Mrs Joe at last but I mind has long since

first time I cer met Caroljn

THE she asked me what I

of Kants Critique on

Ture Reason and that as I after-

ward

¬

learned was her favorite conversa-

tional

¬

gambit I told her I had not looked

into It since the beginning of my sij tconth
year when I had just recovered from the
measles and was beginning to fancy mj
celf afflicted with religious doubts and un-

certainties

¬

Underlying both of these
complaints as I distinctly remember now

was a strong desire to frighten my grand-

mother

¬

into the belief that I was about
to become an infidel like Tom Paine

Such was my first meeting with one of

thc mest famous oung women that New

York has ever knovn The last time I

saw her half a dozen jcars later she

said nsthing about Kant find had ceased
to take any Interest in his theories She

had ceased also to Le a dominant figure

In New York society had ceased even

to be Miss Smlthcrs and now spoke with

unaffected earnestness and simplicity

about certain smIl woolen sock which

she was knitting for the little vrcaturc
who within the past few months had be-

come

¬

the soul of her universe a unlicrse
which was real and had completely sup ¬

planted that creation of German meta ¬

physics which had once been her stock la
trade

In the meantime however she had
raged like a forest fire In the very best
social circles that the town can boast
of And few and bold were they who

during the hiilf dozen jears of her reign
dared to question her rightful claim to
the title that she bore

And it Is eminently fitting that I who

once or twice meekly disputed ber saw

getting severely snubbed for my pains
and who was actually present at the first
of the preliminary skirmishes which cul-

minated

¬

In her Waterloo and transformed
lier from what she was then to what she
is now should tell the story of that
meeting which was fraught with so much

Import for her and the society which

the had so long adorned
At the time of my first encounter with

Miss Smlthers she nad recently graduated
from a famous womans college and her
chief desire In life was to play the role
of a medern de StacL On first meeting
anone It was her custom to apply some

Fuch testing acid as that of Kants
Critique which not only determined the
intellectual capacity of her acquaintance
but also served to set the conversation
off at a sober pace and on an exalted
plane It required only a few minutes of
this work to give her what she believed

wa3 a cry accurate estimate of any per ¬

sons rank in that strange dreamland tnat
exists for imaginative half eaucated
women and is made up of those mar-
velous

¬

specimens of the human race whom
they call Interesting

It was Miss Smlthcrs dearest dream to
gather about herself a circle of inter-
esting

¬

men and women painters actors
singers poets who should look upto her
as a queen and by their presence lend to
her drawing room It was a salon in
her dreams such an air of distinction
and artistic Individuality as could be
found In no other house in New York

Tlio fact tLat she was the only daughter
of a wealthy and obedient father made her
path toward the salcn an easy one and
for a long time I continued to hear from

the American people are fond
THAT letter writing as well as talk ¬

Is fully demonstrated In the
fact that Uncle Sams rales of

postage stamps stamped envelopes pos-
tal

¬

cards newspaper wrappers etc dur-
ing

¬

the past fiscal year amounted to 104
7S3Si673 being an increase of J70S
21518 over 1900

The process cf manufacturing postage
stamps Is known to but few and tucre
have been long and costly law suits In
relation to different patents employed in
the manufacture of them Prior lo July
lSJl all our stampj were manufactured
by the American Bank Note Company of
Bew York but at that time it was decided
that the Bureau of Engraving and Print

PERSONS are perhaps aware
FEW the meridian of Washington

with tho longitudinal
axis of the Capitol building and

that to the west of the prolongation of
North Capitol Street just beyond Bound-
ary

¬

Street Is a stone known to the init-
iated

¬

as the North Meridian Stone which
Is supposed to be upon the line of the
meridian The visitor to tho Naval Ob-

servatory
¬

Is told that the meridian passes
through tho centre of the clock house
of that Institution but this Is not the
true meridian of Washington however
it answers all the purposes of computa-
tion

¬

The meridian of Washington has often
been confounded even by experienced
Writers with the meridian of the old
District of Columbia The latter extends
from the cornerstone of the District now
built Into the wall surrounding the Al ¬

exandria lighthouse through the Execu-
tive

¬

Mansion north along the centre of
Sixteenth Street and thence over what
was Meridian Hill to the Intersection of
the diagonal lines at the north point of
the District about one mile diw West
from Silver Springs Maryland Upon the
brow of Meridian Hill stood about eighty
yards south of the olJ standplpe which
was for many jears an unsightly termina-
tion

¬

of the lino street Commodore David
Porters mansion the entrance door of
which was duo north of the front door of
the Presidents house The farm upon
vhich this mansion stood was long known
as the Meridian Hill Farm On the
edge of the south lawn In close proximity
to the Mansion was plated the Meridian
Stone

This stone was nearly two feet across
and two feet high The north edge of it
was circular and upon It was afterwards
placed a brass sun dial It was from ths
Etone that Meridian Hill received Its
came and hence also Meridian Hill
Farm The stone remained In Its origi
nal position until about the time of the

intellectual plane on which the conversa-
tions

¬

were carried on In the drawing
rocm and the open handed hospitality that
was dispensed by the old man to those
refugees from tho salon who sought
his company in the dining room

I was never Invited to take part in any
of the delightful Sunday evening gather ¬

ings with which Miss Smlthcrs name and
fame are insepirably connected in the so-

cial

¬

history of the metropolis and all that

vyfk
CAROLYN SMITHERS

I know of what transpired on that field
of tho cloth of culture has been learned
from hearsay and may perhaps be tinc-

tured
¬

with the green of envy
I will spy however that the old mans

whisky was as good and as honest as his
own heart a fact to which many a gifted
artist cr writer will still bear cheerful
testimony At one time the Smithcrs
mansion was spoken of as one of tho lit ¬

erary landmarls of New York and It
well descried to be for was it not in that
scry dining room that Walker White
wings the author of Yearnings of a
Ccntritc Spirit fcund and devoured a
whole cold roast duck one bleak Sunday
afternoon vrhile the rest of the company
were In the drawing room listening to the
reading of a French drama in blank verse

It was here also that old Tom Carleton
lured by his brothers widow by birth
Mile Dupols of one of the most serious
families In Geneva spent one evening In
the companj of genius only to learn at
its close that his new S0 overcoat had
been stolen from the dressing room

Fcrhaps I would have been asLed t o

despite my bad mote on tho Kants
Critique gambit had I been an Interest ¬

ing person for that was the genre she
affected from the moment when she left
college to that in which she allowed her
star of brilliancy to be eclipsed by the
dull pale moon of matrimony I can re-

member
¬

the day when there were no
interesting men and women In society

and those were indeed tho good old
times Now we have thousands of them
all talking at once and about themselves
and the town is so flooded with clever-
ness

¬

that the next high tide in It is lia ¬

ble to carry off a great deal more than
the brother-in-law- s JSO overcoat

It was on this sea of cleverness that
Carolyn Smlthers first floated into fame
swimming easily and with complete self
confidence supported by the bladders of
the higher intellectual development How
that woman contrived to spend file jears
of her life among that crew of fakirs

ing could do the work equally as well and
as cheap and the Government began dcing
its own work in this line

During the jears the Bureau has been
doing the work of printing postage stamos
only a little more than 50 worth of ma-

terial
¬

has been spoiled so carefully Is
every detail of the work carried out and
too the army of cmplojcs at the Bureau
know that material spoiled by them
through Ignorance or carelessness must
be paid for This rule naturally keeps
the workmen on their best efforts to do
their best

From the time the blank paper leaves
the Treasury Department until the
stamps are In the lrahds of the stamp
clerk and ready for tho purchasers the

opening of Sixteenth Street extended
when it was removed by a propcrtv owner
to tho southwest corner of Fourteenth
and II Streets where it was used as a
carriage step It has been taken away
from this place and Its present location
U unknown

The other diagonal line extending
through the old District of Columbia In-

tersects
¬

with the so called meridian line
near the Washington Monument extends
west across the Potomac passes near old
Fort Corcoran and on to the intersection
of the diagonals at the west corner of
the District of Columbia near the vil-

lage
¬

of Tails Church in Virginia East ¬

ward it extends through the Uotunda of
the Capitol and on to the Intersection of
diagonals at the east point of the Dis-
trict

¬

about three miles cast of Bcnning
Bridge

At the crossing of these lines near the
Washington Monument Is the precise
centre of the original District of Col-

umbia
¬

At this point was placed In 1792
a stone known as the Jefferson Stone or
Centre Stone When the giound adjacent
to the Monument was filled In by General
Babcock the stone was buried to a depth
of several feet and of course the cen-
tral

¬

mark of the District obliterated Mr
J A Wincbcrger however a member of
the Association of Oldest Inhabitants of
the District urged on the authorities tho
importance of not destrojlng the old
lendmnrk and In consequence a rod has
been Inserted to mark the spot

The stone originally stood on the banks
of old Tiber Creek and had a blue rock
foundation which was six feet high on the
creek side It was cohered by a huge
sandstone cap about five feet square and
eight inches thick The car stone and
part cf the foundation were removed in
1ST by Gtneral Babcock who did not
know the significance of tho landmark
Tho rod now denoting the former situa-
tion

¬

of the stone Is on the cust slds of
the road between the fish ponds and the
intersection of Virginia Avenue I
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A a
house without losing cither her mind or
her character is one of tho marvels of

the age but I doubt If even now secure
In the shelter of her own home and under
the protection of a devoted husband she
knows enough of what she has escaped to
be truly thankful to the gods for her good

fortune
The role of discoverer of adolescent or

neglected genius and exploiter of tho
same is a vcrj difficult one for a joung
woman to assume on the strength of the
hodge podge of Indigestible learning which

she has substituted for the remarkable
gifts of intuition which arc the heritage
of her sex It is a dangerous role too
when we consider how sharp set unapprc
ciated genius may become during a hard
winter Most of Miss Smlthers discov-
eries

¬

hao long since disappeared from
that social world into which she intro ¬

duced them but a few still linger despite
the efforts of honest men to dislodgo

them It is a long while since any one
has seen the Brahman priest who tued to
cut such an figure In the
few drawing rooms to which he was ad-

mitted
¬

Ho was ono of Miss Smithers
disco cries and I am bound to say that
with his white linen robes and turbancd
jellow face he was a thing to be remem-

bered
¬

He talked quite glibly too about
the Buddhist creed and convinced a great
manv of the most Interesting people of
New York that it was quite tho thing
in the way of religion and far superior
to anthlc7 that was to be obtained at
conventional places of worship I used
to like to see him trotting about and
was sorry when he proved to be rather
a clever mulatto who had been educated
in Germany probably with a view to so-

cial
¬

possibilities in New York Curiously
enough all his education and philosophy

ASKED WHAT THOUGHT OF KANTS

had never completely destrojed tho
cravings which are native to his race and
his earnest talks on Buddha always made

HOW UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT MAKES POSTAGE STAMPS

STONE MARKS MERIDIAN

extraordinary

process of manufacturing stamps is mo3t
interesting The first step is to make
the die The device which has generally- -

been the head of some distinguished pub-

lic
¬

man is settled upon by the Govern-

ment
¬

and tho drawings made An en ¬

graving In deep Intaglio Is made upon

steel which has been softened by a pe-

culiar
¬

process of decarbonlzation end the
intaglio technically known as tho fe-

male
¬

die is ready for use
Next comes the upper or male die
A cube of steel is pressed by a

hjdraullc ram upon the intaglio engrav ¬

ing and after it has been pressed into all
the depression Is slightly touched up
with the graver A cameo counterpart
of the Intaglio Is thus formed and from
these the sheet is made up by pressing
tho hardened steel upon the softer metal

The discovery of the process for soft ¬

ening and working the steel greatly sim-
plified

¬

tho task of printing stamps as
formerly but one pair of die were used
owing to the heavy cost of engraving
and tho practicable Impossibility of mak ¬

ing by hand a number of exactly similar
devices The process of printing postage
stamps was therefore a very slow and
expensivo one some of the engravers in
tho bureau receiving as high as CO0O per
year

After the dies are made they are arrang-
ed

¬

for the presses each press chase car-
rying

¬

400 dies or In other words printing
sheets of 400 stamps each The female die
alone Is Inked and the paper rests upon
this the male die coming down upon this
and pressing the paper upon the Inked
surface The printing Is true steel en ¬

graving the process being exactly op-

posite
¬

from that cmplovtd In printing
from tjpe the lower surfaces receiving
tho deep color and the upper one being
light Thcro nre In use at the bureau
thirteen of these stamp presses and an
average of 13000000 stamps are turned J

off dally though In case of an cmergtncj
40000000 could be printed

After tho printed sheets of stamps come
from tho presses they are delivered to tbo
drying room where they are thoroughly
dried and then turned over to the gum-
ming

¬

machines of which there are a
number These machines or dry boxes
arc sixty feet long and aro kept at a
temperature of about 123 degrees The
sheets are fed Into an opening over which
rolls a glass roller distributing a gum
composition made principally of glucose
and dcxtcrlnc this giving the gum the
sweet potato taste all have experienced
in llrking a postage stamp Great care is
taken in preparing this glue as It Is
necessary to give tho stamps a coating J

which will not become soft and stick j

through exposure to a moist atmosphere I

Smithers liked mo and would ask me

to her house but now I know that it
Is far more intercstins1o hac a pretty
girl like Polly Prentice look trustingly
up into jour face and wonder how it
feels to be so awfully clever than to

hear an Inferior actor describe the ast

conspiracy made up of jealous plajcrs
which has prevented him from securing
a New York engagement or to listen to

the walls of neglected poetic genlJ3
All however has but little to do

with tho occasion to which I have al-

ready

¬

referred and which proved one of

such social Importance to the town It
was a dinner party given by Mrs Joe
Lrlndlej- - and Miss Smlthcrs sat at Joes
right hand whllo I sat nest to Polly

Prentice and on tho left of Mrs Joe
who seemed nervously anxious And of

all afflictions that a woman can have
that of tho wandering eye is tho hardest
that her friends can bo called upon to

bear Tallbojs sat directly opposite to

me and even beforo Mrs Joe had begun

to unbosom herself to me Instinct whis ¬

pered that ho was tho cause of her an ¬

no ance Tho truth is that sweet and
charming as she is Mrs Joe docs not

possess the wisdom of tho serpent in so ¬

cial matters and I have known her to
invite one traveling Englishman to meet
another v ithout giving duo warning to

either in the firm belief that they would

assimilate like tho Ingredients in a suc-

cessful

¬

salad Moreover sho Is an In ¬

veterate matchmaker that Is to say she
Is alwajs asking persons who do not wish
to wed to meet those of tho opposite sex
who have tried to and failed

Now Tallboys always Irritates me It
was I who created him through a timely
word of advice and yet he almost Ignores
the existence of hi3 originator The

SHE ME I CRITIQUE

soft

this

truth is that when In my heedless Impul-

sive

¬

way I showed the smooth shaven
vapid looking man of ten jears ago how

and still will be sufficiently adhesive to
prevent the possibility of the stamps be-

coming
¬

detached from the letters to which
they arc affixed

Several jears ago an entire issue of 3

ccnt stamps had to be retired on account
of inferior gumming the cost of this to
the Government reaching perhaps 50000
and giving the letter sending public a
great deal of trouble This is the only
serious and costly error that has ever
been made In the stamp line When the
stamps come from the gumming ma-

chines
¬

they are sent to the perforating
division thoroughly pressed down and
then they go to the perforating machines
of which there are twenty two each with
a capiclty of perforating C0C0 sheets per
day

Two operatives are required to operate
each machine and the work is such a
to require the greatest skill and accuracy
The sheets are run through ono at a
time the machine perforating and cut
tng the sheet In half These sheets then
go to another machine where they aro
perforated crossways and again cut in
half making sheets of 100 stamps each
After this the sheets are placed In press-
ing

¬

presses and subjected to a pressure
of eight and one half tonj for twelve
hours This completes the stamps and
they are then ready to be turned over to
the postoIke agentsrvvho have offices at
the bureau

To prevent stealing wasting etc there
Is a system which makes an thing of tho
kind almost impossible The paper for
the stamps Is bought from the manufac-
turers

¬

by the Treasury Department and
upon Its reeeipt Is counted by that de-

partment
¬

When It Is iskued to the Bu-

reau
¬

tho officials thoru again count and
receipt for It The printer when ho re ¬

ceives It counts and ri celpts for it and
thus from one department and division to
the other it Is counted and receipted for
the system making It easy to trace a
shortage

A certain percentage of paper Is al-

lowed
¬

the printers and their assistants
for spoilage but all sheets over this
amount must bo paid for by tho opera-

tives
¬

spoiling the same As carelessness
In the Bureau costs money the percen ¬

tage of spoilage Is light Ono spoiled
stamp necessitates tho destroying of the
full sheet of one hundred Each sheet is
carefully scrutinized by experts and all
defective ones whether from printing
gumming or perforating are put a3ide
marginal marks Indicating to whom tho
Ios3 Is to bo charged These spoiled
sheets are all counted and at stated times
destrojed by being burned In a furnace
All perfect sheets go to the counters and
are put up In packages of 500 quarter

llant circles of New York society as Tall-

boys

¬

the profound student of sociology

I bulldcd better than I knew The first
time I saw him was when he came to me

as one crying In the wilderness because
as ho walled It he was utterly unable to
secure an opportunity to-- make himself
heard on the subject of municipal re-

form

¬

Ho seemed so heart broken and
so sincere In his desire to make himselfr
heard or in other words to hear him ¬

self talk that I took pity on him and
whispered In his ready ear one of the
secrets of metropolitan success

I bade him purchase a fur overcoat and
cultivate a luxuriant crop of whiskers
assuring him that thus armed and accou-

tred

¬

ho would be certain to command uni-

versal

¬

reverence and consideration
In New York I told him with much

serIousnc33 the direct road to fame Is

by the way of an imposing set of whis-

kers

¬

The fur overcoat will convert you

Into a distinguished citizen and entltio

jou to a scat on the platform at meet-

ings

¬

of every sort and description The

newspaper artist3 are certain to embody

vou In their hastllj mado sketches be-

cause

¬

It is much easier to catch the like-

ness

¬

of a bearded face than of one that Is

clean shaven Moreover whiskers al-

ways

¬

stand for great learning and Intelli-

gence

¬

In the public minds
Tallboys took my advice and within a

year I heard him speak at a meeting of

tho Womens Guild for the Illumination
of the Lower Classes and I noticed that
the chairman on catching sight of the
overcoat and whiskers Introduced him
with much gravity as a gentleman who

had made a thorough study of the con-

ditions

¬

of life in the congested dislrtrU
a branch of learning which Is held In the

very highest esteem by the people who
think they think

But tojreturn to cur dinner party

sheets making 200000 stamps and these
are then ready for the vaults So perfect
is the sjstcm that there is seldom a loss
or shortage

The Bureau of Engraving and Printing
also prints all the revenue and other
stamps of the Government and the pro-
cess

¬

for manufacturing Is about the same
as for the ordinary postage stamps When
the work was undertaken by the Bureau
great difficulty was found In getting tho
right kind of machinery for gumming and
perforating the stamps tho Bank Note
Company in New York which had for-
merly

¬

had the contract refusing to assist
in any way

Fortunately the dire or secured the
services or a Hdy who had been wita the
company for a long while and she was
able to furnish information which en-

abled
¬

the Bureau to make gumming ma-
chines

¬

and dry boxes which do the most
perfect work

The perforating machines also caused
no end of trouble but now there Is no
trouble experienced This gave more
trouble than any other portion of their
manufacture and occasioned several law
suits Men scarcely beyond middle life
can remember the trouble and nnnojnnco
occasioned by the old time sheets of
stamps which were without perforation or
division of any kind A regular part of
the equipment of every office and every
house was a tin ruler and a pair of shears
to cut postage stamps from the sheet

From the department of the Third As-

sistant
¬

Postmaster General Btamps aro
issued to the postofllces throughout the
country and this work requires a large
force Postmasters at offices of the first
class aro required bj- - law to keep stamps
of every denomination on hand while oth ¬

er offices are only required to keep ordl-nar- j-

stinips special dellvcrj- - and postage
due the latter not being for sale but
for use In ordering stamps cards and
envelopes postmasters are not permitted
to go beyond the amount of their bonds
and settlements aro made at the end of
every quarter

When a postmaster at some out of tha
way place orders stamps in large amounts
It is known that something wrong Is go-

ing
¬

on or contemplated and an investlga t

tlon Is made by the department By do ¬

ing this crooked postmasters are fre-

quently
¬

picked up or a stop put to their
illegitimate work

Since July 189 1 when the Bureau of
Ensravlng and Printing began the manu-

facture
¬

ot stamps the following changes
In design and color have been made
One cent Franklin green 1 cent Frank-
lin

¬

blue 2 cent Washington carmine 3

cent Jackson purple 4 ccnt Lincoln
velvet brown G cent Grant light brown

It all happened through Joes sending him

a card for tonight Instead of next Friday
when he would be the only Hon It really
is not safe to bring two such Interesting
people together but now that I have done

It I do wish that she would Just shine
and dazzle him You know he Is becom ¬

ing a great pover in municipal affairs
and well we all know that Carolyn Is

Jfefe Jjl

The direct road to fame is by the way
of an imposing set of whiskers

the most brilliant woman in New York
society And would you believe it
here she lowered her voice in a deep

and solemn pitch they never met one
another until tonight

The next thing I knew Tallboys was
In full blast I tell you he said im-

pressively
¬

the working classes must
have recreation I have no sympathy with
any movement that tends to deprive them
of innocent amusement

This novel theory and the solemn man-

ner
¬

In which it was uttered made a pro-

found

¬

impression upon us all All con-

versation
¬

ceased and I actually almost
stopped eating so great was the interest

I excited by thl3 bold announcement of Mr
Tallboys liberal views

Give them their playgrounds and parks
where they can pass their summer even-

ings

¬

and in the winter let concerts be
arranged for them so as to keep them as
far as possible from the theatres There
should be courses of lectures also but
what the laboring man really requires
more than anything else is the saloon
where he can buy soda water cocoa al-

most
¬

everything in fact except intoxi-
cating

¬

beverages llv studies of life on

the Host Side convinced me long ago that
a place of this sort would be liberally pa-

tronized

¬

and under Judicious manage-

ment

¬

would undoubtedly make a great
deal of money

Would you deprive the worklngraan of

all malt and alcoholic beverages or do
vou favor allowing him a little beer or
a glass of light wine with his meals

The voice came from the other end of

the tabic and we all started with surprise
to see Miss Smithers leaning forward with
an air of eager interest as she put her

6 cent Garfield magenta S cent Sher-
man

¬

lilac 10 cent Webster mlleri
green 15 ccnt Claj olive green 50

cent Jefferson orange 1 Perry black
2 Madison sapphire blue 5 Marshall

graj green
It was In ISM that Mr Wanamaker

put the 2 cent stamp back to carmine
Tho 2 ccnt stamp was first Issued In
1SG3 for newspaper postage and Jack-
sons

¬

head in black was the design The
color was changed to bronze in 1SC0 and
thus It remained until 1SS3 when letter
postage was reduced from 3 cents nnd
the 2 cent was made the stamp of first
Importance In September 1SS7 the color

djnamitc cruiser Vesuvius will
have a new mission to per ¬

if the Merchants Association
of New York succeeds In con-

vincing
¬

Secretary of the Navy John D

Long that its services are necessary In

destroying some of the numerous ocean
derelicts which constantly menace com-

merce
¬

on the Atlantic
It Is said that no les3 than twenty of

these abandoned vessels lie directly iu
the paths ot transatlantic liners This
has for some jears been a matter of grave
concern to those interested in shipping
not only in this city but in coast towns
along the Atlantic seaboard

The appeal to the Secretary of the
Navy will be in the form of a memorial
and will be signed by all the prominent
importers and exporters in the United
States It will request that the Vesuvius
be despatched on a voyage of destruction
The cruiser has not been conspicuous
since the Spanish American war but her
power In throwing tons of djnamlte at
the fortifications of Santiago and at the
supposedly Impregmble walls of Morro
Castle are well remembered

Recent storms have Increased the num
ber of these floating hulks according to
a report Issued from the United States
Hjdrographlc Office at Washington The
work of this department Is to locate
these derelicts chart their routes and
supply such Information as will lead to
their removal Navigators leaving this
port are kept well Informed of the loca-

tion
¬

and augmentation of this grave-
yard

¬

fleet as It Is commonly called by
those who are engaged in maritime work

The most prolific spot for abandoned
vessels Is in the Immediate vicinity of
Sable Island 100 miles southeast of Nova
Scotia where the remains of more than
100 vessels are known to strew the ocean
bed Another spot which all navigators
dread Is off the coast of Massachusetts
known as the Cape of Good Hope region

ES
tone of one whosa

been made up on tha
subject Tallboys was the only person at
tne table who was not in the least af ¬

fected by this extraordinary manifesta-

tion

¬

of Interest on the part of a woman

who had always seemed to live In an In-

tellectual

¬

atmosphere which was exclu¬

sively her own

Certainly the workman should be per ¬

mitted to drink a little sound red or vvhlta

wlno with his dinner and I am heartily
In favor of beer In moderation There
should te however a law forbidding tho
sale of more than two glasses In one ev ¬

ening to the samo person and that law
In my opinion would completely do away
with drunkenness Moreover the money
saved by moderation in drink could bo

well expended for tickets to the concerts
and lectures In this way the working
classes could be gradually educated up

to a loftier plane of thought
But exclaimed Miss Smlthers who

was now almost beside herself with ex ¬

citement what sort of lectures would

you consider suitable to the needs of tha
working man

Something calculated to elevate
them replied Mr Tallbojyi I myself
havo a lecture on The Folk Songs of

Iceland which I am willing to deliver
without charge and I am certain that a
series of Saturday evening tallcs could

easily be prepared which would to a
large extent counteract the evil Influ-

ences
¬

of the saloon and playhouse
Among the topics to be treated In these
discourses I would suggest the use of the
tallot Greek architecture tbo Eliza-

bethan
¬

drama and talks about strange
people and far off lands

Mr Tallboys paused and turned his at¬

tention to what was before him and as
his Jaws closed on a huge mouthful of
terrapin I heard Miss Smlthers say to Joe
Hrindlcy How fascinating it is to lis-

ten
¬

to a man who Is so sound in his views
and so marvclously original How Is it
that no one has ever seen fit to introduce
me to Mr Tallboys beforo tonight

A few words will suffice to tell the re
mainder of this little tale of how bril-

liancy
¬

which had reigned unchallenged
for five years was completely knocked out
in the first round by solemn pretentious
asinine ignorance The very next day
Tallboys and Miss Smlthers were seen
talking earnestly together at the Acad ¬

emy of Design she said the meeting was
accidental and within six weeks their
engagement was announced Early in tho

spring they were married and when I saw
Carolyn TalIboy3 the other day she was
talking about woolen socks and wonder-

ing
¬

whether Harvard or Yale was the best
university in the country

She has ceased to be anything on her
own account and devotes her time to re-

volving

¬

around Tallboys who as almost
any woman in New York 111 tell you

Is making a great name for himself In

politics
That is to say he Is a candidate for

some office or other whenever there is an
election and I am told that he would un-

doubtedly
¬

be elected were it not for the
fact that whenever he makes a speeches
he loses from 50 to 150 votes according
to the size of his audience Two years
ago Le came within a very few votes of

being chosen an alderman But that was

the year he had the pneumonia and was
not allowed by his physicians to talk la
the open air
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was changed to green and some time be-

fore
¬

that Jackson removed for Washing-
ton

¬

It Is likely that carmine will remain
the color for the 2 cent stamp as tho
postal congress adopted this However
It Is suggested that carmine suggests tin
Puritanic spirit

Time was in this country when a red
petticoat was looked upon in New Eng¬

land as a sign of the Scarlet Woman ot
Babylon and a room draped In scarlet
suggested an atmosphere of the lower
regions But the times have changed and
letter writers will continue to use the
carmine stamp or stick on two of tha
green 1 cent ones

NEW MISSION FOR THE VESUVIUS

THE
While the name Implies confidence somo
of the most frightful ocean disasters of
recent jears have occurred at this point

At the Hjdrographlc Office accurate
records ot wrecks are kept and every
ships master entering the port of New
York Is expected to forward to Washing-
ton

¬

information of any derelict that he
maj havo seen on his vojage

These records furnish interesting sta ¬

tistics and show that the year 1S99 was
the most disastrous to shipping in its hbr-tor- j-

Thcro were 400 vessels wrecked
entailing a loss of 300 lives and property
valued at 3000000

It has been customary with the officers
and crew of an ocean going vessel Im-

mediately
¬

upon sighting a derelict to at-
tempt

¬

to burn the abandoned vessel In
order to sin her but In most cases this
has been found impossible as the boat
will only burn to the waters edge and
becomes more dangerous In this con ¬

dition than it was before as the mastsapars and all tho upper works are de-
strojed

¬

and the submerged hulk Hessolow
in the water as to be difficult ot discovery

Half way over the Atlantic and directly
in the track of the transatlantic liners
is the hulk of the new steel bark Non-
pareil

¬

whieh was set on fire by the crew
of the ship Knight Templar The Non-
pareil

¬

was last seen In latitude 39 aegrees
50 minutes north longitude 42 degrees
In latitude 29 degrees north longitude 31
degrees west Is a 300 ton vessel with
masts gene whilo in latitude 2S degrees
north longitude 65 degrees 20 minutes
west there is floating a large schooner
which is directly in the path of coasting
vessels These are only a few-- of tho
many abandoned vessels recently reported
to the Hydrographlc Department by sklp
I ers arriving at tho port of New York

The Merchants Association in present-
ing

¬

all these facts to the Secretary ot
the Navy will urge his co operation to
the end that those drifting and worth-
less

¬

hulks may be removed thus assuring
tho safety of thousands of lives and mil-
lions

¬

of dollars worth of property In ships
and cargoes


